College Application Information

Apply 3 Ways:
1. Direct through college admissions website (create account)
2. Coalition Application
Coalitionforcollegeaccess.org (FL Southern, Palm Beach Atlantic, Rollins & Univ of Tampa)
3. Common Application
Commonapp.org
**Must link Xello to Common App or your application will not be rec’d**
Deadlines:
1.  All 4-yr college applications must be submitted by Nov. 1st.
**Do not wait until Nov. 1st to submit since your counselor has to upload documents before your application is considered complete**
2. All 2-yr and Technical College applications should be submitted by Jan. 1st
Transcripts:
1. Self-Report with SSAR (Self-Reported Academic Record)
**FAMU, FAU, FGCU, FLPoly, FSU, New College, UF, UNF, USF and UWF all use SSAR which means you DO NOT send your transcript**
      	Self-Report with SPARK (Self Provided Academic Record for Knights)
**UCF Only (Once you apply you will get an email with instructions on submitting SPARK)**
2.	All other non-Common App schools requesting a transcript will need to be requested in Xello under College Planning, Add the colleges to your list and Click on Request Transcript
3. If applying to Fl Private Colleges directly, the college will request your transcript from your counselor. Make sure you list the correct email address for your counselor on your application.
	
		Christopher.arrington@osceolaschools.net


4.  If you are using Common App or Coalition, your counselor will submit to them directly.
5. Any changes in your senior schedule after application submission must be reported to each admissions office.


Sending Test Scores:
1. Each college has specific deadlines for receiving ACT/SAT scores.  If you tell them you are testing anytime senior year, they will hold your application until they receive your new scores unless the final score deadline has arrived then they will evaluate your application with whatever scores have already been submitted.
2. Send all scores and let the college superscore. Superscoring is when they take your highest score of each section.  Some colleges do not superscore the ACT but take the highest Composite score instead.
3. You must send your scores officially through College Board (SAT) and/or ACT.  There is a charge unless you have the free/reduced lunch waiver in your account.  It is free at the time of registration for ACT/SAT.
4. All Florida State Universities require ACT or SAT.

Letters of Recommendation:
1. The only Florida State University that will accept LOR’s is FAMU and they will send an electronic link to the recommender.
2. If you are using Common App, you will request the LOR’s through Xello, if you request it through Common App, it goes nowhere!
3. If you request a LOR, you must submit a resume or brag sheet that lists your extracurricular activities, or you will get a general LOR instead of a great LOR.

Applicant Term:
What term do you want to start?
	-Summer (starts Mid-June)
	-Fall (starts end of Aug)
	-Spring (starts beginning on Jan)
Apply for your preferred term.  If that is Fall, you will be considered for all terms.  If that is Summer, you are locking yourself into the Summer Term.
Applicant Type:
I have DE Credits, am I a transfer student?  No, everyone is a 1st time in college Freshman.
I will have my AA before I graduate, am I a transfer applicant?  No, you are still a 1st time in college Freshman.  You will be evaluated with Freshman criteria first and if you don’t meet the GPA or Test Scores for the Freshman class, you will then be evaluated as a transfer student.  
I will have my AA before I graduate, am I a Direct Connect applicant?  No, only students who take 12 college credit hours after high school are able to Direct Connect.
